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For The Sunday-School Times, 
THE SURE FOUNDATION. 


“Other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid.”—Ist Corinthians 3: 11. 


They build upon the rolling sand 

A tottering house which will not stand, 
Who place in works their trust; 

And in the dark and stormy day, 

Their frail support shall fall away, 
And crumble into dust. 


’Tis not by works that we have done, 

But through our faith in Christ alone, 
That we can be secure: 

While on this “sure foundation” laid, 

Wo storms can make the soul afraid, 
For his defence is sure. 


Then let us not with earnest care, 
A worthless building strive to rear, 
And labor thus in vain; 
Bat fix our faith and hope alone 
Upon that precious “ Corner-Stone,” 
Which ever shall remain. 8. 
a ce 


A. 
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Prophecies Fulfilled. 


BY REV. JAMES F. HOLCOMB. 


¢)pR= of a company of passengers in a 
stage coach took occasion to scoff at re- 
ligion, and among other things, said that 
the prophecies of Scripture had not been 
fulfilled. Another replied to this, saying, 
“Tt must be admitted that at least one 
prophecy of the Bible has been fulfilled.” 
Then taking from his pocket the New Tes- 
tament, he turned to 2 Peter 8: 8, and read 
these words, which had just been fulfilled 
in their ears: ‘‘ Knowing this first, that 
there shall come in the last days scoffers.”’ 

Tom Paine says of prophecy, that it 
“ought always to besuspected.’?’ That was 
ah easy way to dispose of prophecy, surely ! 
But was it so easily disposed of? Let us 
see how one prophecy of the Bible has been 
strikingly fulfilled in this infidel himself. 
In the Scripture it is said, ‘‘ The name of 
the wicked shall rot.’”’ Once the name of 
Thomas Paine could hardly be sufficiently 
honored by those who recognized the value 
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of his services in the cause of liberty in this 
land. But when he began to employ his 
talents against Christianity and the Bible, 
his name began to rot. His former meri- 
torious actions and writings have long since 
been forgotten, and his name is remembered 
only in connection with his vain assaults 
against religion. The following epitaph, 
which some one has taken the pains to 
write, shows how singularly the prophecy 
referred to has been fulfilled in the author 
of the ‘‘ Age of Reason :”’ 

“Poor Tom Paine! here he lies; 

Nobody mourns, and nobody cries; 


Where he’s gone, and how he fares, 
Nobody knows, and nobody cares.” 
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HOLD FAST. 


BY MRS. M. E, SANGSTER, 


WAS witness the other day to a curious 

andinteresting sight. It was the morn- 
ing of Saturday, and the market was 
thronged. Beside one of the carts, laden 
with country produce, stood three colored 
women. One of them was talking in a 
kind of plaintive monotone, keeping time 
with her body, in a regular swaying back 
and forth, and frequently catching her 
companions, and swinging them around 
rapidly. After listening a few moments, I 
found that the speaker had just, to use her 
own language, ‘‘ found out what Christ died 
for.”’ ‘‘He died for me, he died for me, 
he died to set poor sinners free,’’ she re- 
peated over and over, the large tears rolling 
the while down her cheeks. 

‘“* How long since dis begun on you, sis- 
ter?’’ said my old market woman, turning 
suddenly round. 

‘“‘Three weeks ago come Sunday next. I 
went down into de water, and I come up out 
de water, and I done got rid o’ all my sins.”’ 

‘* Now, sister,’’ said the practical auntie, 
‘“*T’se glad for you with all my heart. All 
I’ve got to say is, ‘ Hold fast,’ ‘ Hold fast.’ 
Be just the same a year, two years from 
now, as you is to-day. ‘Hold fast.’ And 
now, sister, don’t stand dar any more, but 
take dis peck measure and go to work !”’ 


It struck me that this plain old woman 
had given the young convert very good ad- 
vice. I would like to repeat it to every one 
who has just found Jesus precious. Doyou 
love him, dear friend? Hold fast! Do you 
trust him? Hold fast! Do you rejoice 
in him? Hold fast! And more, ‘take 
your peck measure and go to work.’’ Per- 
haps your measure will hold more than 


a peck, Ifso, allthe better! Thank God, 
and go to work, and fill it up, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over, just as 
full as it will hold, with work done for 
Christ. Don’t be contented with singing 
his praise. Make others sing too! Don’t 
be contented with speaking for him! 
Whorever you are, at home, abroad, in the 
great world’s market-place, remember the 
old woman’s lesson, and while you ‘‘hold 
fast,’’ don’t forget to ‘‘ take up your measure 
and go to work.” 
a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
THE FIELDS ARE OPEN. 


HEN acertain great evangelist was 

denied the use of a church in which 
to deliver his message, his laconic remark 
was, ‘‘ The fields are open.’’ Eight thou- 
sand persons assembled the next day to 
listen to his words, and many were con- 
verted. 

Here is a lesson for us. 

When we grow weary of unsuccessful 
work, when the doors of usefulness seem 
barred, and our warm words of exhortation 
find no welcome, let us too remember the 
open fields. 

Christ will show them to us, and he will 
give usa harvestin duetime. J. H. M. 


<_- 
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The Alabaster Box. 


BY MRS. J. E. MCCONAUGHY. 


b  febies regard to the anointing of our 
Saviour at Bethany, a beautiful wri- 
ter thus remarks: 

‘““When the gentle Mary came with her 
box of ointment and poured it on the Sa- 
viour’s head—an act which satisfied no 
want, met no exigenry, and was of no use, 
except as a gratuitous and studied proof of 
her attachment to Jesus, he marks it as an 
eminent example of piety, saying, ‘ Verily, 
I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached in the world, there also 
shall this that this woman hath done, be 
told for a memorial of her!’ ” 

How little she thought at the time, of the 
glorious honor that was to be conferred 
upon her. How men have toiled and suf- 
fered to make for themselves such a lasting 
name. What stupendous works they have 
reared to perpetuate their greatness. But 
even the names of the great pyramid-build- 
ers have faded from the world. While the 
story of this humble woman’s love and 





self-denying humility, has come down 
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along the ages, and is as fresh and beauti- 
ful still to all Bible-lovers, as ‘it was that 
day in Simon’s house. 

It is not our great works that the Lord 
most delights in. It is our loving works, 
be they great or small. Even a cup of cold 
water shall not lose its reward. It is these 
little things for Jesus that show more con- 
clusively our love for him than any great 
or brilliant display of zeal in his service. 
A passing acquaintance even would rush 
to save us froma burning house, but to 
study our pleasure or happiness in some 
trifling matter, shows a deeper, more ten- 
der affection. Indeed, the smaller the ser- 
vice we render to Jesus, the more thought- 
ful of his favor it proves us. 

Can we ever repine then that we have no 
door open for us, in which to show our at- 
tachment? No field of usefulness, in which 
we may work for Jesus? 


——————> <> 
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CHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE. 


HE spirit in which Christian con- 
verse should be conducted is delineated 
with peculiar accuracy in the Word of God. 
The following passages may serve to show 
the nature and spirit of godly conversation: 
‘“‘The mouth ef a righteous man is a well 
of life.’ ‘‘The tongue of the just is as 
choice silver.’’ ‘‘ The lips of the righteous 
feed many.’’ ‘‘ Thelips ofthe wise disperse 
knowledge.’”’ ‘‘A good man, out of the 
good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth 
good things.’’ ‘‘Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts unto the Lord.”’ 
‘*Comfort yourselves together, and edify 
one another.’’ ‘‘ Speak evil of no man.’’ 
‘tExhort one another daily while it is called 
to-day, lest any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin.”’ 

Alas! how little is there of this spiritual 
discourseamong us. Themen ofthe world, 
when they meet together, can enter with 
enthusiastic ardor on their various objects 
of pursuit, whether political, commercial, 
or philosophical. The warrior recounts his 
battles, the merchant his adventures, the 
philosopher his discoveries, with a feeling 
and animation which prove at once that 
their soul is engaged in the subject. 
Aud shall Christians be less alive when 
they meet together for the avowed purpose 
of strengthening each other’s hearts, and 
kindling each other’s devotion ? 

In this day of outward prosperity there is 
great danger of imbibing a worldly spirit, 
and suffering our intercourse to degenerate 
into religious gossiping. The conversation 
of many, although called religious, resem- 
bles the cloud and the well without water 
sostrongly condemned by St. Jude. When 
such persons separate from each other they 
feel no real good derived to their souls. 
And why? Because their converse was 
destitute of that ‘‘unction from the Holy 
One,”’ which is life and peace. 

Jesus and his salvation, heart experience 
and vital godliness, as felt and exhibited in 





the heart and life of the believer, were not 
the subject matter of discourse. The head 
and not the heart was called into exercise. 
Some religious publication—some popular 
preacher—some recent occurrence—some 
commonplace remarks filled up the hour; 
and no wonder if the mind, at parting, re- 
tained its wonted leanness after such an 
unsubstantial meal. 

If it be asked, Must our conversation al- 
ways be confined to evangelical subjects ? 
we answer, it should always be in the spirit 
of the gospel. The injunction, ‘‘ Whatso- 
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus,’’ if duly obeyed 
would cut off every idle and unprofitable 
word. 

Reader, has the love of God been shed 
abroad in your heart? O, let the law of 
kindness dwell upon your lips! Look to 
Jesus daily for grace and strength that you 
may become an instrument of good to 
others. Whilst laboring to promote the 
cause of truth by spiritual conversation, 
you will feel the blessedness of the gospel 
in your own soul. You will be enabled to 
speak and act for Jesus, and never to fear 
the frowns of dying worms. With increas- 
ing fervor you will love the society of his 
people, and find your happiness in sweet 
communion with your Saviour and your 
God. 8. A. 
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“SHALL WE MEET BEYOND THE RIVER?” 


bc tga long ago I stood upon the wharf as 
one of our finest ocean steamers moved 
slowly toward the sea, to land only when 
it should reach the further shore. Asa 
loved form upon its deck grew less distinct 
in the distance, the full sense of our sepa- 
ration came over me. Whatever words of 
encouragement or of cheer I had left un- 
said while we were in constant companion- 
ship, could not now be uttered; too late 
now were further deeds of affection that 
might have added to the comfort of her long 
journey ; but one sweet thought, like a ray 
of sun-light, stole through the darkness, to 
brighten and soften our tearful adieux,— 
‘“‘A Father’s hand is guiding both, by dif- 
ferent paths, to the same eternal home.” 
When we embark from the shores of time 
shall we have the assurance that the dear 
ones left behind will sometime meet us on 
the otherside? WillourSabbath-school class 
ali at last be gathered there? Do we realize 
that now is the time to urge them to go with 
us, the time to plead at the Mercy Seat for 
their salvation? And do we realize in any 
measure the terrible alternative to their 
‘*entering into his rest ?”’ Pl Fea GL) be 
> <> o—_____-- 
ERE isa word of reproof to the true 
believers among us that do not make 
Christ their song; that are in him, but do 
not rejoice in him with evenness and con- 
staney and in that measure that they ought: 
‘Thou shouldst chide thyself for it.—(Psalims 
42 and 438: 5.) Consider: It grieves the 
Spirit of God. It blemishes the ways of 


God; makes thee astumbling-block to them 
It is weakening to thy- 


that are without. 
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self. The more Christ is thy song, the more 
is thy strength.—_Nehemiah 8: 10. Then 
search out the cause. 

Exhortation to all that call themselves 
believers: Make Christ your song. He igs 
worthy that you should. The gain of it 
will be thy own in present comfort, in eter- 
nal recompense.—Rom. 15: 13.—M. Henry, 
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AN EARNEST VOICE 
Against Closing the Sabbath-School in ‘Wiuter, 


(The following earnest appeal is sent forth at this 
time in order that it may, by the Divine favor, ar- 
rest some who have already purposed in their 
heart to follow their usual habit, and close their 
schools against the children during the approach- 
ing winterseason. Before their judgment is fully 
set, we would affectionately invite their prayerful 
attention to the words of our contributor, below.— 
Eps. 8. 8. T.] 


[§ there no possibility, my fellow-teacher, 
that before the approaching winter is 
come and gone, you may be called to give 
an account of your stewardship? And if 
you are, would you be satisfied to come be- 
fore the Master, bringing him ‘“ nothing 
but leaves,’’? and to receive in return, a 
starless crown ? 

Or even if your own life is spared, (a mat- 
ter which is very uncertain,) do you know 
that the Master will call you to labor in his 
vineyard during the coming season ? Have 
you no fear lest another, more diligent and 
faithful, may take your place—and your 
reward? 

Are you sure of somuch time to work 
for Christ, that you can afford to idle away 
a whole winter, while the talents he has 
given you to use for him be folded away in 
a napkin? What record will you bring?— 
what will you say when he calis for them? 

Are you very sure that there are not now 
within your reach some precious souls for 
whom Christ died, and whom you may 
now win for happiness and heaven—to 
shine as priceless gems in your Saviour’s 
crown—who may pass with the winter’s 
snow out of your sight, and beyond recall? 
If those souls are lost, will it be through 
your neglect ? 

Do you value so little the salvation of 
your own soul, that you have no thought 
or care for, or can even be forgetful of, the 
souls of others! Are you not ‘ your bro- 
ther’s keeper ?”’ 

Has our dear Saviour done so little for 
you, that he asks for nothing in return— 
have you anything else to give him than 
your heart and your life? Or, was the sac- 
rifice on Calvary so small! that you can re- 
pay it by a cold, heartless, formal service, 
to be rendered when it’is most convenient, 
or when it costs you nothing? 

It is true that the longest life, and the 
most devoted service, can never recompense 
a Saviour’s love, or merit eternal salvation 
—but is it not equally true, that this is the 
one condition on which you are to 
‘inherit eternal life’-—God’s free gift— 
purchased at so great a price?—‘t Thou 
~halt love the Lord thy God” (and love 
surely implies service), ‘‘with all thy heart, 
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‘be the way the Lord has taken to gird us 
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and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strencth, and with all thy mind, and thy 
neighbor as thyself!” 

A voice rings in my ears to-day—let me 
re-echo it in yours—the dying charge, the 
very last utterance, of a dear Sabbath- 
school scholar, who learned the precious- 
ness of a Saviour’s love, and gave her heart 
to Christ when the earth was white with 
snow. May God stamp it as indelibly 
upon your memories and hearts, as it has 
already been stamped upon mine, that so 
it may prove for us alla powerful incite- 
ment to work, ‘‘while it is day—the 
night cometh, when no man can work!”’ 
—'' Be faithful to the trust God has 
given you, for itis very great! Be faithful 
to your scholars, and they will bless you 
through a long eternity! Be faithful to 
their precious souls, I charge you, dear 
teacher, and together they’ll make youa 
bright crown in heaven, and our Saviour 
himself will put it on your forehead with 
his own ‘ Well done!’”’ 

What! close your Sunday-school, my 
fellow-teacher, even for a single day, when 
priceless souls are starving and perishing 
all around you, for want of the Bread of 
Life which you have so lavishly received, 
and which God has commissioned you to 
give! Away with such a thought! and as 
you value your own immortal soul— 
‘‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
(do it NOW) with thy might; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”’ 

“7 a as 
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““T Have Girded Thee.” 


F there is anything that will seem won- 
derful to us in eternity, it will doubtless 


for the work he has set for us upon earth. 

Here he led us for months in the hard 
way of trouble, hedged us in on every side, 
until, in despair, we cast ourselves wholly 
on his arm for succor. 

There he brought us down to the grave’s 
mouth, and bade us stand there, until our 
souls were impressed as they never had 
been before, with the worth of souls, the 
vanity of the world and the reality and near- 
ness of eternal things. 

Then he brought us out ‘into a large 
room,’’? and showed us our work. Most of 
us are unconscious of this training process 
while it is going on. Like Cyrus, God 
might say of us, ‘‘I have girded thee, 
though thou hast not known me.’”’ Long 
before we knew Jesus as our Saviour, this 
girding began. The very place of our birth, 
all our early surroundings, and especially 
our early trials and sorrows, did their part 
to fit us for our future position. How this 
thought ennobles even the humblest lot. It 
is God’s plan to fit that soul for just the 
good work he calls it to do. 

How it will cheer us in suffering to re- 
Member that this is a most important ele- 
ment of the Lord’s girding. We learn more 
often in a single week of such experiences, 
than in mouths of unclouded sunshine. 
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Let us not be cast down, then, in view of 
circumstances beyond our control, which 
seem so adverse—but take home humbly 
their lesson. Still let our song be ever— 

‘“* Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee; 


Een though it be a cross 
That raiseth me.” 


Anything is gain that brings us nearer to 
his heart of love. 

Let us watch daily the unfolding of his 
life-plan for us, and see in every incident, 
whether dark or light, his hand of love. Let 
us walk with our hand in his, taking up 
every duty moment by moment. One opens 
the gate for the next, and if we pray and 
work in this manner we shall seldom be at 
a loss to know what God calls us to do. 

Lots. 
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Christ at the Wheel. 


‘6 | HAVE not time to attend to reli- 

gion,’’ is the spoken or unspoken ex- 
cuse of most engaged in the busy walks of 
life, when urged to turn their thoughts to 
the concerns of their souls. They feel that 
to succeed they must drop all other pur- 
suits, and for a space of time give all their 
attention to the subject, when the matter 
will be settled for life. But how to get this 
day or week of spare time, is the question 
with them. There seems to be no leisure, 
so they put off the question with the vague 
impression that their busy lives will in 
some way excuse the neglect. 

A poor Swedish sailor, in the loneliness 
and heart-sickness which many a youth 
has felt on the wide ocean, felt the need of 
something to lean upon in his trouble. 
Then he bethought him of Jesus Christ, 
and as he said of his experience afterward, 
‘‘With my very first thought of him he 
met me atthe wheel. There, in the solemn 
darkness, the Saviour showed himself to 
me. I cannot speak your language well, 
but Christ understands me, and I under- 
stand him, and ever since he met me at the 
wheel—poor sinner’s Friend—I live very 
close to him.’ 

God had come down to him in his every- 
day employment. No sooner does the 
heart go out to Christ than he comes down 
to meetit. Whether it isinthe work-shop, 
the office, or on the vessel’s deck, wherever 
a prayer can go up, there can a blessing 
come down to the soul. 

Though we have not time to attend to 
our souls, we all have time to lie down idle 
upon our pillows when sickness comes. 
We shall all have time to die when the 
message goes out for us. J.E. L. 

nn 


66 ND when ye pray, say,’”’ &e. Let 

us believe what we say, desire what 
we ask, and feel what we express. If we 
thus pray thoughtfully and sincerely to- 
day, up to the measure, however small 
that may be, of what we know, believe, 
and wish for, the living God will hear us, 
and to-morrow we may believe more and 
desire more. God will feed us only accord- 








ing to our hunger, yet he will quicken our 
hunger even by his very supplies, so that 
we shall ever hunger the more after him- 
self, and the more be satisfied. Truths 
which were at first unseen, will, by degrees 
shine out of the darkness, as our eyes are 
opened to perceive them. Jesus Christ, in 
all his glory will arise, and soon the whole 
universe will be full of light. But sincerity, 
truth and reality before God, are essential 
to our receiving any good, much more to 
our being led unto all goodness and “truth 
as it is in Jesus.’’— Macleod. 
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The Last Grain in the Balance. 


HE salvation of a soul is sometimes 

traced to asingle circumstance, a parti- 
cular sermon, entreaty, prayer. But, in 
the majority of cases, the influence to which 
the change is ascribed is only the last ofa 
long train, each of which has been leading 
the sinner towards Christ—carrying over 
the affections and will toGod. Inour mint 
at Philadelphia they have scales so per- 
fectly balanced that a breath will swing 
them either way. Imagine a dealer in the 
precious metals to go there for a dozen 
ouncesof the goldenore. They are weighed 
out. Carefully the shining particles are 
emptied in. Eight—nine—te.:—cleven—the 
scales still are motionless. Twenty grains 
of the last pennyweizght are in—uno stir still 
—but when the twenty--ourth and last 
grain touches the balance it settles down at 
once. Each atom from the first has been 
bringing about this consummation, the last 
bit only finished up the work. And so 
when one submits to besaved by grace, the 
motives influencing thereto may have been 
accumulating for years. Argument, coun- 
sel, appeal have all been crowding the soul 
towards the cross. And yet no movement 
isseen. Noeffectseems wrought. Butby- 
and-bye the last solicitation needed, the last 
particle of pressure requisite, is brought to 
bear, and the heart, long plied, goes over to 
the Lord. And yet the renewing Spirit 
was making earlier means tributary to this 
result, less than the final agency employed. 
A thousand unsuspected forces have molded 
many a spirit for eternal life.—Hxchange. 
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TimE.—Time is the most subtle yet the 


most insatiable of depredators, and, by ap- _ 


pearing to take nothing, is permitted to take 
all; nor can it be satisfied until it has stolen 
the world from us, and us from the world. 
It constantly flies, yet overcomes all things 
by flight; and although it is the present 
ally, it will be the future conqueror of death. 
Time—the cradle of hope, but the grave of 
ambition—is thestern corrector of fools, but 
the salutary counsellor of the wise, bring- 
ing all they dread to the one, and all they 
desire to the other; but, like Cassandra, 
it warns us with a voice that even the 
sagest discredit too long, and the silliest 
believe too late. Wisdom walks before it, 
opportunity with it, and repentance behind 
it. He that has made it his friend will 
have little to fear from its enemies; but he 
that has made it his enemy will have little 
to hope from his friends.—Colton. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
WEEKLY LESSON." 


LESSON No. 41. 
(For Sunday, October 10, 1869.) 


Communing with Jesus ; Christ Anointed 
at Bethany. 











TEXT.—JouHN 12: 1-11. 
PARALLELS—Matt. 26: 6-13; Mark 14: 3-9. 


Verse 1. Then Jesus, six days before the passover, 
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had 
been dead, whom heraised from the dead. 2. There 
they made him a supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that: sat at the table with 
him. 3. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the odour oftheointment. 4. 
Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Si- 
mon’s son, which should betray him. &. Why was 
not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? 6. This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and 
had the bag,and bare what was put therein. 7. 
Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of 
my burying hath she kept this. 8. For the poor 
always ye have with you; but me ye have not al- 
ways. 9. Much people of the Jews therefore knew 
that he was there: and they came not for Jesus’ 
sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10. But the 
chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus 
also to death; 2%. Because that by reason of him 
many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 


HISTORICAL CONNEXION. 


Jesus left Jericho on the morning of thesixth day 
of the week, (Friday), the 8th of the Jewish month 
Nisan, having spent the first part of the day, i. e., 
the preceding night, with Zaccheus, It is abouta 
day's journey to Bethany, over a rough, lonely, 
mountain road. In the evening, as the Sabbath 
draws near, they accomplish the ascent and ap- 
proach the village. They pass the spot where first 
Martha and then Mary had met him with their 
great sorrow; here they had turned off the road, to 
the tombs yonder in the hillside, where, in speak- 
ing words of life to Lazarus, Jesus had touched the 
springs of death to himself. And therein the town, 
hidden away in the foliage of the olives that gave 
their name tothe mount, and of the palms that 
gave their name to the town, (Bethany, House of 
dates), stood the home of that little family, so often 
aholy retreat for the Divine Wayfarer who now 
approaches, In this home the Sabbath was passed, 
the Lord’s last earthly Sabbath; in what holy ser- 
vices and holy converse its holy hours were spent 
we can only imagine. Doubtless the memory of it 
lingered in that household long afterward, a far 
sweeter fragrance than that which Mary’s ointment 
shed through it. The Jewish Sabbath closed at 


sunset, and after that hour one of the principal | 


meals of the day was spread. On this occasion, in 
honor of the Holy and Beloved Guest, the evening 
meal takes the form ofa feast. The scene of the 
reception is the house of Simon, whom we conjec- 
ture the Lord had healed of leprosy and restored to 
his family, but who, like Blind Bartimeus, still 
borein his name the badge of his great deliverance. 
The Twelve are there, and the village disciples, 
among them most conspicuous Lazarus, ‘which 
had been dead,” and Mary and Martha his sisters. 





EXPOSITION. 


Verses 1, 2, Six days before the passover—Counting 
backward from Thursday evening, on which the 
passover (Friday) began that year, six days brings 
us to the evening of the previous Friday, just bor- 
dering the beginning of Sabbath, as the time at 
which Jesus came to Bethany. The marked associa- 
tion of Lazarus with this supper isexplained by the 
facts of verses 9-1l. “The banquet at which the re- 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, } 








stored Lazarus was present may be compared with 
the heavenly banquet at which hereafter the dead 
shall participate, when they shall have risen 
again.”—Bengel. There—At Bethany. They—The 
disciples of the village. Made Him a supper—A 
banquet in his honor; it was (Matthew) in the 
house of Simon the leper. Jesus shall prepare for 
us the feast of eternity. Martha served—The extra- 
ordinary demand upon the hospitality of the house 
called for such voluntary aid from the neighbors; 
so we have seen at a supper in our own American 
villages, the matrons of several families sharing 
the pleasant task of serving the table. The men- 
tion of Martha in this characteristic position ac- 
counts for Mary’s presence as well as her own; for 
it was not customary for the women of the East to 
appear on these occasions; a feature that unhap- 
pily has descended to modern banquets. 

3. Then took Mary—Each member of the house- 
hold contributes to the Guest’s honor; Lazarus sits 
at meat with Him, testifying to His Divine power 
over death; Martha, with true housewifely piety, 
ministers to His temporal wants; Mary, in her own 
peculiar way, gives her tribute of adoration. It 
was a thought born of woman's graceful piety ; an 
inspiration of that enthusiastie love which so often 
overleaps the ploddings of reasoning, the haltings 
of prudence, the calculations of policy, the barriers 
of punctillio, and the graspings of pelf, and sees the 
sweetest and the noblest thing todo,and with hap- 
piest manner does it; awakening the murmurs of 
the present, but commanding the approval of the 
future, and above all, of the Eternal Lord. A pound 
of ointment—The Greek litra, an uncertain weight, 
hardly so much asa pound, It was contained in 
the usual long-necked alabaster flasks or vases, 
(box, Mark) sealed with wax. The package may 
have been known familiarly as a pound /lask, al- 
though the actual weight was less when the con- 
tents, as here, were less solid, and therefore lighter. 
Spikenard—‘The ointment of nard was highly 
esteemed in antiquity as a precious aromatic anda 
costly luxury. It was brought chiefly from Asia 
Minor in little alabaster flasks; and the best were 
to be had in Tarsus. Yet the plant grew in South- 
ern India—Winer in Lange. Astothe adjective 
Pistikees, which in the original qualifies nard, Al- 
ford (on Mark 14: 3)after giving the two prevalent 
interpretations—(1.) genuine, unadulterated; (2.) 
liquid, potable—concludes that the uncertainty 
being so great, it were better to leave the term un- 
translated: pistic narde, very costly—one of the hints 
in the record of the superior wealth and position of 
the Bethany family. Anointed the feet of Jesus— 
According to Mark, she broke the box, and poured 
it also on His head as He sat. Anointing from the 
earliest times was the method of consecrating 
kings, priests, and even prophets, as Ist Kings, 19: 
16. It was thereforeespecially appropriate to Jesus, 
who now, as High Priest, was about to offer Him- 
self as a sacrifice, and as King to ascend to His 
kingdom and His Father, to send forth, as our Pro- 
phet, the Holy Ghost to lead unto truth. The 
anointing of the feet of distinguished guests was an 
occasional custom.—Here is fulfilled the saying of 
Psalm 23:5, ‘Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies; Thou anointest my 
head with oil.” Wiped his feet with her hair—That 
which is the crown and ornament of woman, ‘‘a 
glory to her’’—(lIst Cor. 11: 15,) she uses in the hum- 
blest offices upon the very feet of her Saviour—And 
thus the ointment which we pour upon the feet of 
Jesus, by love’s lowliest service, comes back to be 
a fragrance to the crown and covering of our own 
heads.—Fairer and sweeter in the tresses of woman 
are those drops of spikenard from the feet of Jesus, 
the blessings of the lowly poor, than the costliest 
gems or the most artistic braids. The house was 
filled with the odour—The whole house. Thus deeds 
of piety breathe sweetness through all our homes 
and upon all within them; nor does their fragrance 
easily fade away. 

4,5. Then saith one—Judas was the speaker, but 
according to Matthew and Mark, he spoke for 
others of the disciples who shared his indignation. 
It is sad enough, and yet not unusual, that good 
men should be misled by the plausible complaints 
of such a miserable fellow. Of His disciples—There 
is noattempt to disguise this bad man’s connection 
with the Apostles. Theirown honesty was above 
concealment or falsehood, and their cause beyond 
the need of either. Its truth was not to be gainsaid 
by the guilt of any disciple. Why?—And in every 





age the spiritual sluggard and the money-lover 
have questioned the motives and challenged the 
acts of pious souls whose spiritual exaltations they 
could neither reach nor comprehend. And men 
have cried down foreign missions, and every other 
good work, with the same plea. This is the first 
recorded speech of Judas. Let the croakers in 
church and Sunday-school remember what disciple 
they imitate. Might have been given—But it woula 
not have been given, O Judas! Three hundred 
pence—Denarii—$45. He was a thief. The whole 
character of the man, then hardly suspected, had 
come to light after the betrayal. Had the bag—The 
Apostles plainly had all things in common, and 
bought and paidand gave out of this fund, of which 
Judas was treasurer. Many have supposed that 
this purse was supplied by the charity of Christ’s 
friends; but aside from the improbability of the 
Apostles consenting to this, the very expression 
given to the poor shows that they were rather the 
almoners than the recipients of bounty. Bore— 
Carried, had charge of, not appropriated, as the old 
commentators have it. We cease to wonder that 
Judas should have betrayed his Master, when we 
learn that first he had steeled his heart to steal the 
sacred funds of the holy company. In nothing 
should men be more scrupulous than in the care of 
sacred moneys given in trust to them. 

7. Let her alone—May it not be that they who ex- 
claim against woman’s gentle offices being pushed 
more prominently into affairs of church and state 
shall hear the Master’s remonstrant Let her alone? 
God forbid that we should push back any hand 
that essays to break over the dear Master the pre- 
cious ointment of useful lives! ‘“‘ Why trouble ye 
the woman?” adds Matthew, ‘‘forshe hath wrought 
a good work upon me.”’ ‘She hath done what she 
could!’ Mark adds, one of those golden sayings of 
Christ’s that have so much to comfort the despon- 
dent, and cheer and console those who have been 
feeble in ability for Christian work, but strong in 
good will. Yet alas! of how few of us can this be 
said! Out of the dead past, from the graves of op- 
portunities unhonored and unseen, come to us now, 
O how many reproachful “It might have beens!” 
Against the day of my burying hath she kept this— 
The best interpretation of this is the record of the 
other Evangelists: ‘‘Forin that she hath poured 
this ointment on my body, she did it for my bu- 
rial.’—Matthew. ‘She iscome aforehand toanoint 
my body to the burying.”—Mark. The reference is 
to the prevailing custom of anointing the corpse 
with unguents of myrrh, aloes, and other aromatic 
substances. It was rather as a King tosway the 
sceptre of Judah, than as a corpse smitten by the 
sceptre of Death, that Mary had anointed Jesus, 
But her act hada further reach, and a holier, yes, 
and sadder significance, than she had thought. 
The word reveals the design of which she had been 
the unconscious executrix. For, on this day, the 
10th of Nisan, on which (Exodus 12: 3) the paschal 
lamb, according to the divine bidding, was selected 
and set apart for the slaying, Jesus our Passover, 
the Lamb without spot or blemish, was solemnly 
set apart for the Sacrifice of Calvary. 

8. For the poor always ye have with you, &c.—‘ Di- 
rect utility, even ina religious point of view, is not 
the whole of piety. Besides the doctrine which 
points out the right way, the correct faith which 
walks in it, and the practical activity which sows 
the good seed, there is in the soul a deep need of 
love for its own sake, which requires infinite ex- 
pansion, Piety cannot be limited to the form of 
alms-giving; it must needs ascend directly to God, 
in Christ, or it will soon cease to recognize HM 
under the thin veil of poverty, and will fulfill no- 
thing more thanact purelyhuman. The poor have 
everything to gain from this adoration; it is when 
the precious spikenard has been poured forth that 
the hands open for their most generous succor. He 
who is miserly toward God will be miserly also to- 
ward God’s creatures; calculation is incompatible 
with love. In other words, side by side with the 
daily and permanent calls of charity, which must 
not be neglected, there are extraordinary occasions 
on which piety must be manifested in an excep- 
tional manner, and follow freely its own impulse.” 
—De Pressense. ‘ Overagainst a narrow, contracted 
piety, the Christian system of morals might make 
its appeal to this language of our Lord, to prove 
that earthly wealth, though it be employed but in 
subserving an idea, asin ‘Art for, example, is like- 
wise employed in accordance with the mind of 
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Christ.”—Tholuck. There is food for much sober 
thought in those words of Jesus: Me ye have not al- 
ways. How many a broken vase of godly deeds 
would shed its perfume upon the dear Body of 
Christ, His Holy Church, did men but know how 
soon the opportunity for well doing shall be with- 
drawn. “Oh! if I had known of this!” many a 
mourner has wailed over his beloved dead, “ how 
kindlier anc truer and more faithful would I have 
dealt with the dead! What warnings would I have 
uttered! What wooings to Christ would I have 
breathed!” Dear Heavenly Teacher, help me to 
remember that Thou,in the persons of my little 
scholars, wilt not always be with me; and oh, 
quicken my purpose, and hasten my hand to break 
upon them for Thee the anointing of Thy holy 
Truth !—The lesson of this touching incident would 
hardly be complete without the Lord’s prophecy 
concerning it, given by Matthew: ‘“ Verily I say 
unto you, wheresoever this Gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there shall also this, 
that this wornan hath done, be told for a memorial 
ofher.” It was the eye of Omniscience that pene- 
trated the coming ages,and saw what we have seen, 
the world girdled with the Good News of Salvation. 
And thus, not here alone, but everywhere, is the 
honor and elevation of woman coupled with the 
preaching of the Gospel. Sharing the spiritual ex- 
altation and self-forgetting love of Mary, all her 
sex Shall build the noblest memorial of woman- 
kind. ‘‘As regards the practical use of the an- 
nouncement, we see that though the honorable 
mention ofa noble deed is thereby recognized by 
our Lord as a legitimate source of joy to us, yet by 
the very nature of the case, all regard to such men- 
tion asa motive is excluded. The motive is Love 
alone.” — Alford. 





ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


Historical Connexion.—When did Jesus leave Jeri- 
cho? Where had He spent the night? How far 
from Jericho to Bethany? Whatevents might be 
recalled as they approached the village? Where 
and with whom did Jesus spend Sabbath? ...... 
1,2. Who made the feast? For what? Where 
held? Whowas Simon? When did the banquet 
occur? Whowas present? Did the Jewish women 
attend banquets? Why were Martha and Mary 
present?.... 5. In what way did each member of 
the Bethany family honor Jesus? What suggested 
the anointing to Mary? The nature and value of 
thisointment? What was thealabaster box? How 
broken? What was the ancient significance of 
anointing? What special propriety in anointing 
Jesus? Why did Mary wipe Christ's feet with her 
hair? What lesson has this forme? Whercin are 
good deeds like the odour of this ointment? ..... 
4,5. Did Judas speak for himself alone? Why did 
not St. John try tocover up the sin of Judas and his 
connection with the disciples? What do bad pro- 
fessors show as to the truth of Christianity? Were 
the disciples honest in their complaints about 
waste? Who is the grumbler’s “patron saint?’ 
Wherein do men now-a-days commit the same 
kind of wrong? What were the motives of Judas? 
What lesson here as to caring for entrusted funds? 
oom eaoe 7. How aid Christ justify Mary ?—Matthew 
26: 10; Mark 14: & Have I done what I could? 
What did Mary intend by her act? Did she under- 
stand its full significance? What coincidence be- 
tween this and the selecting of the paschal lamb? 
—Exodus 12: 3. 8. Isalmsgiving the whole of piety? 
May I follow and trust the impulse of charity— 
love? What principle m»y I learn here to regulate 
the useof my wealth? What reason here to hasten 
my pious decds? How has Christ’s prophecy, Mat- 
thew 26: 18, been fulfilled? What have I done to 
fulfill it? With what is woman’s glory and eleva- 
tion ever coupled? 

——_———_—_o a o___ 

A QUESTION.—-Will you permit me, 
through your widely read columns, to sug- 
gest, as a question for the consideration : f 
Sunday-school Institutes and Conventions, 
and Christians generally: ‘‘ Whether the 
interest of scholars and teachers, in the 
study of the Bible, would not be increased 
if they had the Book as it came from the 


hands of its writers, unmutilated by divi- 





sion into chapter and verse?” This may 
seem asmall matter, but, I think, a little 
consideration will prove that it is not with- 
out importance. If any one will examine 
our Bible Commentaries, he will see how 
frequently their authors find it necessary 
to explain to their readers the true connec- 
tion of incidents or arguments, obscured by 
their present separation. And must not 
some loss or injury from this obscuration, 
result to the young and ignorant, to whom 
the end of the verse is the end of the sense? 
Would any poet, historian, or close rea- 
soner, anxious to gain the attention or 
touch the heart of the people, consent to 
have his writings so treated? Would not 
we consider it a great hardship, could we 
read some favorite old author only in this 
form? Have we a right thus to darken the 
meaning, to lessen the interest, or mar the 
beauty of Isaiah’s poems, John’s histories, 
or Paul’s arguments? Could not the one 
sole benefit of the Jew Athias’s work, con- 
venience of reference, be as well attained 
if the numbers were placed at the side of 
the unbroken text? Paragraph Bibles are 
scarce and high-priced. Could not cheap 
editions be issued, and through our schools 
introduced among the people ? R. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


A SUPERINTENDENT’S TALK 


About the Holy Spirit. 


Superintendent.—‘‘ Children, what is there in 
this room? Name some of the things which 
you can see or touch,”’ 

Children.—* Table, stove, bench, bell, man, 
boy.” 

‘“‘Is there anything in the room which you 
cannot see? What is it that you breathe ?”’ 

“ce Air.” 

“Yes. You cannot see the air, and yet you 
could not live without it. But is there nothing 
else in the room which you cannot see? What 
is it behind my voice which speaks to y: u, 
and behind your ears, which receives and un- 
derstands what I say? It is the think, the 
soul, is itnot? Did you ever see a soul?”’ 

“ce No y? 

‘Yet there is such a thing, and it is here, in 
me,in you. ItisI; itis you. That part of us 
which thinks and feels, which knows what is 
right and what is wrong, which is happy or 
miserable, is as real as our bodies, though we 
cannot see or touch it. It is this which is to 
live forever, when the body has passed away 
from sight and touch. But how do you know 
that I have a mind?” 

‘* Because it speaks to us.”’ 

“Yes. You cannot see my mind, but you 
can hear what it thinks. You know that a 
soul is, and what it is, from what it does; just 
as you know that there is a wind, from the 
sound of its blowing, and its effects on the 
leaves and dust. Now, is there anything else 
in the room which you cannot see?”’ 

“God.” 

“You are right. God is here, as really as 
you or Iam here. What is God, that we can- 
not see him? Jesus told the woman at the 
well what be is. He said, ‘God is a Spirit.’ 
He is, then, like your mind. Though you see 
him not, he is here, thinking about you, lov- 


ing you. Does he speak to you?” 
Wor "Ses. 


‘* Not in a voice like yours or mine. But he 





does speak to us by his Holy Spirit. We can 
hear and feel him thus, by our own spirits. 
Our thoughts tell us what the Holy Spirit says 
tous. What does God’s Spirit do for us? He 
convicts us of sin,—makes us feel that we are 
sinners; converts us to God and goodness,— 
makes us love him, and prefer to do right; and 
sanctifies us,—helps us to be good, to think, 
feel and act right, helps us till we have over- 
come the very last sin. How may we know 
that the Holy Spirit is with any one, doing 
these things for him? Only by the effects seen 
in his life, just as we know when the wind is 
blowing. When any one of us is sorry for his 
sins, turns from them, and is converted, we 
may know that the Holy Spirit is at work. 
When we feel thus, we must remember that 
God’s Spirit is with us, and not grieve him by 
carelessness or disobedience. J. H. E. 
——_——_ <> < 

MAKE ALLOWANCE FOR CHILDREN.— 
Children are much alike in their childish 
ways, in every station of life. We must not 
expect too much of those in the better 
walks of life. In our city schools, where we 
have the children of rich, or well-to-do peo- 
ple, with scarcely any poor among us, we 
become very fastidious, and easily annoyed 
with their peculiarities. It seems reason- 
able to expect the children of Christian pa- 
rents to appreciate, more than others, the 
instructions of the Sabbath-school. But we 
have not found itsoinourexperience. Thus, 
when our petted, well dressed, and well fed 
children, come in from their comfortable 
homes, feeling happy and independent, 
they are not likely to be any more quiet 
and orderly than would be the same num- 
ber of little roughs, in some out-of-the-way 
mission-school. Perhaps the unusual atten- 
tion and newness of the theme would be 
more appreciated and attractive to the lat- 
ter class. But we fail in patience very often 
for want of reflection. We know there is a 
pleasurable excitement in mingling with a 
crowd in any place, and this is one of the 
attractions which swells our numbers, for 
many children use theirown pleasure about 
going to Sunday-school, which fact leaves 
an obligation on teachers, to make their 
teaching as pleasant as possible. Thus, 
when a hundred or more children are 
gathered in one room, looking into each 
others’ joyous, familiar faces, it produces in 
them a feeling of excitement and hilarity, 
which their reason is not yet strong enough 
to repress. : 

Teachers, let patience have her perfect 
work. Weare doing much good in our day 
to the rising generation, who will ere long 
bear our burdens, and, we trust, fill our 
places, with more acceptability than we do, 
in the church of Christ on earth. M.S8.S. 
Ee —— 

A SAYING of old Dr, Fuller’s was quoted in 
Dr. Marsh’s presence: ‘‘ He that falls into 
sin is a man; he that grieves at sin is a 
saint; he that boasts of sin is a devil.’”? Dr. 
Marsh replied, ‘‘ Only one thing more; he 
that forgives it is God.” 


> __— 

HeE who sedulously attends, pointedly 
asks, calmly speaks, coolly answers, and 
ceases when he has no more to say, is in 
possession of some of the best requisites of 
man.—Lavater. 
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Lesson No. 42, to be taught Sunday, 
October 17, may be found in Matthew 21: 
1-11. Subject: Christ Enters Jerusalem as 
King. 
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WE have received $1.50 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from Mrs. R.’s Sunday-school class, 
Belvidere, N. J. 
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The Alabaster Box of Precious Ointment. 


HE gospel no where encourages waste. 
Its precepts and its spirit lead to the 
habit cof economy and thrift. Yet there is 
in the minds of some a mean, low standard 
of thrift, entirely alien to the spirit of the 
gospel. According to this standard, every- 
thing is wasted that is not used for the sup- 
ply of some gross material want—for satis- 
fying hunger, or for protecting the body 
from the cold. Even in the services of re- 





ligion, everything is counted wasteful that 
looks merely to ornament or elegance. | 
Those who take such views of life would do 
well to study the transaction at that supper 
given to our Lord in Bethany, in the house 
of Simon the leper, a few days before the 
crucifixion. 

Judas had indeed some show of reason, 
when he exclaimed against the wasteful- 
ness of Mary on that occasion. Three hun- 
dred penny-worth just for a perfume! The 
penny ordenarius of that day, be it remem- 
bered, was the price of a day’s labor. Three 
hundred days of hard toil spent in acqui- 
ring what was thus dissipated in a moment, 
in one lavish act! Why pour out the whole 
pound, when a thimble-full, a single drop, 
was all-sufficient? Or, togivethe matter 
® modern application, Why spend five hun- 
dred dollars on a communion service of 
costly silver, when ordinary cups and plates 
would answer every necessary purpose? 
Why lavish so many tens of thousands of 
dollars in making the house of worship ar- 
tistically beautiful, when a barn, properly 
warmed, lighted and seated, would answer 
every material purpose of hearing and see- 
ing? 

Fault-finding, such as this, springs some- 
times from dishonesty, as in the case of 
Judas. The people who utter such com- 
plaints are not the ones who are specially 
known for their liberality to the poor. The 
very men who grind the faces of the poor 
are wont to excuse their own stinginess and 





hardness of heart by exclaiming against 





the extravagant splendor of places of wor- 
ship. The poor man who needs help knows 
well enough that he will find it, not in the 


| 
| sanctimonious Judas, who cries out at this 


extravagance and waste, but in the loving 
Mary, who feels that nothing is too good or 
too costly for showing honor to her Lord. 
Those who find their highest happiness in 
honoring Christ’s service with the best that 
they have, are the very ones most to be re- 
lied on for taking care of Christ’s poor. If 
you hear that some rich lady has presented 
her church with a communion service of 
unusual beauty and value, or has taken 
upon herself to furnish the pulpit, or some 
other part of the house of worship, in a 
style beyond the ordinary means of the 
eongregation, and that not in aspirit of 
ostentation, but in a spirit of grateful love 
to the Lord that bought her, and with a de- 
sire to do honor to his service, it will be 
strange indeed if on further inquiry you do 
not find that same hand most freely open 
to the wants of the deserving poor. 

There is another class of grumblers about 
waste. These are not, like Judas, dishonest. 
They are sincere in their complaints. They 
really see no use in much of the expendi- 
ture for religious purposes, and they think 
ita wrongful waste. Utility, in their view, 
means merely such things as pertain to the 
coarse necessities of nature. They can see 
a propriety in having a house of worship 
suitably warmed and ventilated, and in ha- 
ving the seats made comfortable, because 
such things conduce to health. But they 
do not understand how mere matters of 
light and shade, color, form and _ propor- 
tion, about which architects make sucha 
fuss, and which cost somuch money, should 
have any effect on the mind of the worship- 
per. If they had had the making of the 
world, they would not have wasted so much 
skill as the Maker has done, in painting 
the lily of the field or giving the bird of 
paradise his gorgeous plumage. Such peo- 
ple forget thst man has other needs, besides 
that of keeping the breath of life in the 
body,—that he has spiritual wants and ca- 
pacities, and that these are fed and minis- 
tered to by what is beautiful, refined, ele- 
gant, orinspiring. The rich chromos that 
adorn the walls of your Sunday-school 
room, the pretty blue and gold bindings of 
your Sunday-school books, have their utili- 
ties, as much as the birds and the flowers 
wherewith God has made the meadows to 
abound. 

If Mary had lavished that costly perfume 
on her own person, for the mere purpose of 
feminine vanity and display, to make her- 
self more agreeable or attractive, we might 








well have joined in crying out at the waste, 
But it was an act of generous devotion, 
showing as no mere words could show, how 
strong was her love. Our Lord accept- 
ed it as such, and has given it a note of 
commendation the most remarkable per- 
haps in the whole gospel history. While 
the world stands, this deed of generous sac- 
rifice and of loving devotion to the Saviour 
shall live in remembrance, and shall conti- 
nue for all generations to teach that what- 
ever earthly possession is most costly and 
precious, has then its highest use, when 
made to conduce to the honoring of Christ. 
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Home Helps. 
BY THE REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN, 


HE mutual relation of home anid Sun- 
day-school is a theme well wo:thy of 
consideration. Each has its own appropri- 
ate sphere, and there need be no clashing of 
interests between the two. On the other 
hand, there may be and should bea mutual 
effort to help, each the other. Attention 
was called in a former paper to some of the 
‘* Home Hindrances”’ to the Sunday-school, 
It Is proposed in this paper to speak of some 
of the home helps. 

That a well ordered Christian home can 
be of great service to the Sunday-school, is, 
we think, beyond doubt. The teacher who 
has the children of such a home in his class 
must feel his task wonderfully lightened. 
There is an unseen yet powerful bond of 
sympathy between home and the school 
which exerts a beneficial influence on both. 
The teacher feels that his efforts are appre- 
ciated, and that much of his work is pre- 
pared for him beforehand by the helps of 
home. 

There are many ways in which the home 
may help theschool. If the Sunday-school 
be remembered at family prayer, if it be 
talked about at the table and by the fire 
side, the children will be permanently im- 
pressed with the idea that their Sunday- 
school has a very direct and constant con- 
nection with their home. They will asso- 
ciate the two together in their thoughts 
and in their plans, until the hallowed in- 
fluences of a happy home reach far beyond 
the four walls where the children eat and 
sleep, and extend themselves to the place 
where, with others, they learn the word of 
Godand sing his praise. Theschool, though 
it may be materially remote, is thus brought 
morally near. It is made to nestle under 
the very shadow of the home,.and becomes 
associated with someof the dearest emotions 
and experiences of the heart. 

One way to help the school by the home 
is for the parents to aid the children in the 
preparation of the lesson. This may be 
done by reminding them of the necessity of 
studying it, by seeing that they do study 
it, and by helping them—not earrying them 
—over hard places. Many children who 


now come to the Sunday-school knowing 
nothing of the lesson, not even where it is, 





vY 








YIM’ 





YiIM” 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


A75 








would be able to give some indications of 
previous knowledge if they were helped, as 
they ought to be, at home. Men of busi- 
ness need not plead want of time for this. 
A few moments at a time would do much 
ofthiswork. If nothing more, there might 
be a word for the Sunday-school lesson 
given with the good-bye kiss of the morn- 
ing, when little lips are ready for this token 
of love. The Sunday-schoul lesson might 
be the theme of conversation at family 
prayer on Sabbath evening, the parents 
asking each child in the family what was 
said in the class, 

Home may help the Sunday-school by 
seeing that the children get there regularly. 
Too often they are permitted to stay at 
home for some trivial excuse, and to goonly 
when they feel like it. We have known 
some children of pious families who, by 
their irregular attendance, damped the ar- 
dor of their teachers’ zeal and exercised an 
unwholesome influence of example on the 
rest of the class, and on the school at large. 
Such irregular attendants lose their interest 
in the school. A little help from home 
might correct the evil. Punctuality in at- 
tendance is almost as important as regu- 
larity. Some children are naturally slow; 
they need spurring. The proper place to 
spur them is at home, whence they start 
for school, and they ought to be started in 
time. Home teaching should inculcate 
punctuality, not only for the sake of the 
school, where a general want of this virtue 
throws everything into confusion, but espe- 
cially for the sake of the discipline which a 
habit of punctuality will give the child. 

Kind words at home about teachers and 
officers will very materially help the Sun- 
day-school. Nothing evil shouid be suffer- 
ed tobe said about them. <A few thought- 
less words may do irreparable damage. On 


the other hand, words of kindness and of 


respect will impart to the child greater 
confidence in the teacher, and give hima 
stronger attachment to the school. 

An occasional visit by the parents to the 
school will be a help from the home, pro- 
vided, of course, it be made as it ought to 
be and may be, unobtrusively and without 
interfering with the school services. 

The home and the Sunday-school, thus 
linked together, become to the mind of the 
child twin places of pleasure and profit. 

0 tt 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Wants of Country Sunday-Schools. 


NE of them is teachers. Why hesitate 

or stop for want of teachers? Why not, 
my country-man, throw your school into 
one class and teach it yourself? Let us see 
how it will work. 

You keep a roll-book, of course. Put it 
into the hands of your most competent 
scholar, and have him make the necessary 
Memoranda for you. He will be proud to 
doit. Your hymn-books and Testaments 
need to be distributed through the school, 
and again carefully gathered and placed in 
the case, or on the shelf. Who so compe- 
tent and so willing for this work as two or 
three of your little boys or girls? The dis- 








tribution of your papers likewise will em- 
ploy another one or two. 

Then again the singing. Make achoir of 
the best singers you have. Let them feel 
the responsibility, and they will do their 
best. It often adds to the interest to let the 
children select the hymn. 

The visiting can, to some extent, also be 
done by the children. Yet in this be care- 
ful, for nothing goes so far in Sunday-school 
matters as the personal, friendly visit of the 
teacher. 

Now for your lesson. How can you adapt 
yourself to a class composed of children 
of great diversities in age and attain- 
ments? This I know is the most diffi- 
cult part of your work. Itis the problem 
which every gospel minister has to solve, or 
ought to solve, every Sabbath, and what- 
ever may be the minister’s success, you 
have the advantage of him, for you can 
have your class take an active part in the 
exercises ; such as reading in concert, look- 
ing up and reading passages of Scripture, 
asking and answering questions, and the 
like. Added to these, you have blackboard 
exercises, maps, pictures, and other objects 
of interest to engage the attention. 

Then, remember that grown people can 
understand children’s talk; but children 
cannot always understand the language ad- 
dressed to grown people. Therefore use the 
simplest language, the plainest and most 
homely illustrations. 

Finally. Be brief: not over one hour 
(sixty minutes) for the entire exercises. 
Let your own talk be short, snappy, and to 
the point. 

Pursuing such a course, with diligent 
preparation, with prayer and with faith, 
you will succeed better in your country 
Sunday-school without teachers than many 
schools do with teachers. J. W. 


a A 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
Methods of Exciting Interest. 


N The Sunday-School Times of Septem- 
ber 11th, ‘‘ BE. EK. N.’’ suggests a review 
of the previous lesson as a mode of drawing 
out the scholars in their recitation. This 
is admirable: I have tried it with success. 
The general subject, ‘‘How we shall Excite 
and Maintain the Interest of our Classes,’’ 
is one of great importance. Several sugges- 
tions are presented: 

1. Procure a large slate, or small black- 
board for your class: write on it a carefully 
prepared analysis of the lesson, and require 
each one to keep a blank-book, in which to 
copy the synopsis and any remarks the 
teacher may make. Examine on these fre- 
quently. 

2. ‘*Change pulpits’’ with a fellow- 
teacher occasionally—of course under the 
direction of the superintendent. 

3. Appoint a pupil, now and then, to be 
your ‘‘ Assistant’’ in asking questions, giv- 
ing him a week’s preparation. 

4. Get the class to have a ‘‘question-box,”’ 
and to bring questions weekly on the les- 
son, or on any other part of the Bible. 

5. Question your class, so to speak, ana- 
lytically. A few Sabbaths ago I asked my 





class, ‘‘Can each of you mention one way 
by which we may show our gratitude to 
Jesus?” (The average age is about 12.) 
The answers I received were these :— 
Ist. ‘By faith ;” 2d. ‘by love ;” 3d. “‘ by 
prayer ,’’ 4th. ‘by study of God’s Word ,”’ 
5th. ‘‘ by obeying him,” 6th. ‘by leading 
others to him.” 

6. Avoid, as you would a bed of snow, all 
routine. Do not allowany method of work- 
ing for Jesus in any direction, to become 
fixed and stereotyped. Study as much va- 
riety as possible. A distinguished divine 
was asked to prescribe a plan for the pre- 
paration of sermons, to a young minister ; 
his reply was the best on record: ‘‘ Be @ 
slave to no plan!” 

7. Visit your class, and have it to visit 
you. You must know their temperaments 
and surroundings, if you would secure the 
highest success. ‘‘I believe somebody has 
told Mr. ———— about me, because what 
he said fits me exactly.’?’ But Mr. ——-—— 
had only thrown himself in the way of that 
person, and prayerfully, silently taken a 
spiritual diagnosis of the case. You 
must come in contact with people when 
they are themselves, if you would influence 
them most effectually. GIMEL. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.j 


The New York City Association.—The 
monthly meetings of the New York Sunday- 
School Teachers’ Association have resumed, 
after an interval of two or three months during 
the summer. The September meeting was. 
held on the evening of the 20th, in the usual 
place, Dr. Crosby’s church, Fourth Avenue. 
Presbyterian. The attendance was good, i. 
C. Wilder, President, was in the chair. The 
Rev. Alfred Taylor, of Philadelphia, made an. 
interesting half-hour address on “ The Study 
of the Bible, as a Means of Spiritual and Men-~- 
tal Growth of Teachers.’”’ The Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, of New York, delivered an earnest 
and pointed address on “‘ The Duties and Qua- 
lifications of the Superintendent.’ Reports 
were received from different parts of the city,, 
and also from Brooklyn, representing many 
schools as re-opening with full classes and en- 
couraging promise of increase in numbers and. 
success. We havea full and interesting out- 
line of the proceedings, which we shall pub- 
lish next week. ¢ 











The Hudson River Association.—The (fifth 
annual Convention of the Hudson River. 
Sabbath-School Teachers’ Association, com- 
prising the counties of Schenectady, Sa- 
ratoga, Washington, Rensselaer, Albany, 
Greene, Columbia, Dutchess, Ulster, Orange, 
Putnam, Westchester, Rockland, Kings, 
Queens, Suffolk and Richmond, will be held 
in the village of Yonkers, on the 12th, 13th 
and 14th of October, beginning at 2 o’clook, 
P. M., Oct. 12th. Among the exercises will 
be, Reports from delegates of the condition of 
the work, County Institutes, Superintendents, 
Teachers, The Adult Population, Parents, 
Systematic Benevolence, Uniform Lessons, 
Blackboard Lessons, An Infant-elass Lesson, 
Children’s Meeting, &c. The Rev. Dr. Tyng, 
Sr., is named for an addrass; Dr. Howard 
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Crosby is to speak upon ‘“‘ The Philosophy of 
Teaching ;’’ Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., upon 
‘‘Sabbath-school Music;’? Rev. John B. 
Thompson, on “ Teachers’ Social Relations,’’ 
&e. The Rev. J. Hyatt Smith, Rev. G. H. 
Mandeville, C. B. Stout, Esq., D. M. Seward, 
D. D., and others will take part. The music 
will be under the direction of Prof. Theo. E. 
Perkins, of New York City. Ss. 





Re-Union.—The Sabbath-schools of the Spring 
Garden Presbyterian church, Philadelphia, 
Rev. D. A. Cunningham, pastor, resumed their 
afternoon session on the 26th of September, after 
an interval of several weeks during the sum- 
mer months. The re-union was a very plea- 
sant and impressive occasion, made up of ear- 
nest and stirring addresses by Rev. T. X. Orr, 
Rev. R. C. Matlack, and the pastor of the 
church, interspersed with sweet songs of praise 
from the teachers and scholars. After excel- 
lent addresses by the visiting brethren, the 
pastor, in warm words ofsympathy, extended 
a welvome first to the beloved superintendent, 
Albert G. Rowland, whose faithful services for 
twenty years in connection with these schools 
have endeared him not only to those who re- 
main, but to hundreds who are now widely 
scattered from their early Sabbath home; then 
to Isaac Baker, the honored teacher of the 
infant department, whose term of service has 
been almost as uninterrupted as that of the su- 
perintendent; and lastly to the teachers and 
scholars of the school, exhorting them to con- 
tinued faithful diligence, that the school may 
in the future, as in the past, be abundantly 
blessed in numbers and usefulness, G. 





Michigan.—An Institute for Oakland county 
will be held in Milford September 30th and 
October Ist, to be conducted by G. M. Trow- 
bridge. Among the questions to be considered 
are, How to Interest the Congregation, Howto 
Teach, with methods pursued in the different 
classes, The Superintendent, The Teacher’s 
Duty Out of School, Doctrinal Teaching, Bible- 
Class Conduct, ete. A Teacher’s Meeting will 
be conducted by J. G. Mitchell, of Holly, 
County Secretary ; a Children’s Meeting will 
be held, and the Question Drawer, with other 
good things, will make up the programme. 





Southern Central New York.—The fourth 
annual meeting of this Institute is appointed 
to be held at Deposit, Broome county, on the 
fourth Tuesday of November, (Nov. 23d), 1869, 
to last three days. The following thirteen 
counties are comprised in the ‘‘ Southern Cen- 
tral District,” viz.: Schuyler, Yates, Chemung, 
Tompkins, Tioga, Broome, Cortland, Che- 
nango, Madison, Delaware, Sullivan, Otsego, 
and Schoharie. 

The permanent officers of the Institute, for 
the year 1868 and 1869, were chosen as follows: 
President—Horace N. Lester, Binghamton. 

Vice Presidents—Rev. Edson Rogers, Cin- 
cinnatus; Rev. E. C. Curtis, Cortland; Rev. 
A. M. Lake, Homer; James Angel, Bingham- 
ton; A. A. Twiss, Maine. 

District Secretary—Charles Hopkins, Nor- 
wich. 

Corresponding Secretary—Charles N. Wood- 
ward, Homer. 

Treasurer—Dr. T. C. Pomeroy, Cortland. 


CounTY SECRETARIES: 
Schuyler County—T. H. Abbey, Watkins. 
Yutes County—M. W. Eastman, Penn Yan. 
Chemung County—E. S. Palmer, Elmira. 
Tompkins County—Marcus Lyon, Ithaca. 





Tioga County—A. J. Lang, Waverly. 

Broome County—William B, Edwards, Lisle, 

Cortland County—Charles N. Woodward, 
Homer. 

Chenango County—Charles Hopkins, Nor- 
wich, 

Madison County—C, D,. Rose, Hamilton. 

Delaware County—Dr. Samuel A. Fitch, 
Delhi. 

Sullivan County—L. W. Piercy, Monticello. 

Otsego County—Rev. G. O. Phelps, Oneonta. 

Schoharie County—Albert Brown, Schoharie. 


Union County, N. J.—A Sunday-school Con- 
vention and Institute combined will be held 
at New Providence, October 5th and 6th. If 
the arrangements made are fully and success- 
fully carried out, it will, without doubt, excel- 
any previous Convention ever held in that 
county. The County Secretary, George R. 
Jaques, is sparing no efforts to make it a grand 
success. Mr. Jaques has issued a stirring ap- 
peal to the Sunday-schools of his county, for 
prayer and relief in behalf of the bereaved 
widows and orphans of the Avondale mining 
calamity. September 19th was set apart for 
prayer, and September 26th for a collection in 
behalf of this object, in each school in the 
county. 





Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, is preparing to 
hold a Sunday-School Convention and Insti- 
tute, ‘as instructing and educating in its cha- 
racter as possible,’’ October 26th and 27th. 
Messrs. Pettibone, the new State Secretary, 
Rev. E. W. Rice, Superintendent of Missions 
of the American Sunday-School Union, and 
others are to aid in it. R. 





Forsyth County, North Carolina.—A general 
Sunday-school celebration is to be held this 
week, Saturday, September 30th, in the Public 
Square of Salem, N. C., which it is expected 
will be a memorable time for the Sunday- 
school children of the county, who, with their 
teachers, parents and friends are all invited. 





Sunday=-School Mission Card.—The Baptist 
Sabbath-school of Fair Haven, Vermont, uses 
the following card of invitation to those who 
are outside. On the face: 


Work for Jesus. 








BAPTIST 
| Sabbath-School, |% 
ad ” a 
2) FAIR HAVEN, VT. m 
Us 
| eee as wt 
a Ww 
sn] Sabbath afternoon at 2} o’clock. 
z 
te In the Town Hall. 6 
A 
. — bs 
4 J 
& OLD AND YOUNG bs 
bead 
Z, Are Cordially Invited. 
- q 
L Parents Always Welcome. 
JAMES POTTLE, Superintendent. 








Come to Jesus. 





On the back: 





What Our Sabbath-School Does, 


It gives a hearty welcome to those who 
desire to learn the truths of the Bible. 


It gives papers and cards to the pupils, 
with beautiful pictures and many excellent 
little stories, 


It teaches the young people tosing the 
beautiful songs of Zion. 

If the pupils are sick, the Teacher or Su- 
perintendent visits them. 


It gives fifty lessons a year in that best of 
books—the Bible. 


It trains the children in the practice of 
benevolence, love, obedience to parents, |- 
truthfulness, kindness to one another and 
purity of language. 

It seeks to lead them to love Jesus, and 
to walk in the path of wisdom, and the way 
of everlasting life, 


CAN PARENTS AFFORD TO HAVE THEIR 
CHILDREN OUT OF THE SABBATH-SCHOOL? 














Litchfield County, Connecticut.—The se- 
venth annual Convention of the North Con- 
sociation of Litchfield County, will be held at 
Sharon, Conn., October 12th and 13th. A full 
and varied programme of practical topics and 
exercises is laid out. William I. Fletcher, of 
Hartford, R. R. Pratt, and Rev. Jesse Brush, of 
West Cornwall, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, (pro- 
bably) are among the announced speakers, 
of whom there is a good strong list. ‘ The In- 
fidelity of the Times, and its Antidote in the 
Sunday-school,’’ ‘‘ The Character of our Sun- 
day-school Literature,” ‘‘The True Idea of 
the Sunday-school,’”’ &c., are among the topics 
to be introduced by appointed speakers, 





United Presbyterian Sabbath-School Con- 
vention.—Last week, in New York city, a re- 
spectable body of Sunday-school teachers was 
in attendance upon the exercises of a Conven- 
tion representing the Sabbath-school interests 
ofthe United Presbyterian church, They held 
their sessions in the church in Seventh Avenue, 
The Rev. Mr. Williamson was in the chair. 
The Rev. J. H. Robertson gave an address on 
the ‘‘ Aim of the Teacher.” Delegates were 
present from different States. The Rev. George 
J. Mingins and Rev. J. H. Vincent were pre- 
sent on invitation, and made addresses, Inte- 
resting and practical topics were discussed, 
and several addresses of point and power de- 
livered. T. 





Protestant Episcopal Sunday=Schooi Union. 
—This Union, in New York city, held its regu- 
lar quarterly meeting in the church at Sixth 
Avenue and Twentieth street, on the evening 
of Sept. 20th. A good attendance was present. 
The Rev. Mr. Lawrence presided. An essay 00 
Sunday-school organization and management 
was given by the Rev. Dr. Gallaudet, anda 
discussion followed. It was an interesting 
meeting, though held on the same evening 
with the regular monthly meeting of the Union 
Sunday-School Teachers’ Association of the 
city. 





Cape May County, N. J.—A Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Institute was appointed to be held 
this week at Cape May Court House, the Rev- 
B. C. Lippincott, Recording Secretary of the 
State Association, Conductor, 














KUM" 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





477 








PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Barbara St. John.—We have just issued, 
in attractive book form, with appropriate 
illustrations, this recent production by the 
author of ‘‘Isa Greame’s World.”’ Itisa 
book abounding in useful lessons of earnest 
Christian life, and is especially commended 
to the careful perusal of the older classes in 
all our Sabbath-schools. A deep interest 
centres in Barbara, the subject of the nar- 
rative, a young girl who from her earlier 
years aspires to be somebody, and bends all 
her energies in her school-days to the care- 
ful cultivation of a gifted mind, for the ac- 
complishment of the cherished object of her 
life. In this same narrative, with the skill 
of a master-hand, is introduced a little com- 
pany of students, who are preparing for the 
ministry. The author afterward follows 
them to their respective fields of labor, por- 
traying the difficulties as well as the en- 
couragements of a young clergyman’s life. 
The book is one of the very best for Bible- 
classes, and will interest and profit equally 
young men and young women wherever it 
is introduced. Price $1.25. 

Portrait of R. G. Pardee.—We have an 
accurate and life-like steel-plate portrait of 
the late Mr. Pardee, which we will send to 
any one who, at the time of renewing his 
own subscription, will send us one new 
subscriber to The Sunday-School Times. 


>_> 


“MISSIONARY AFTERNOON” 
In Grace Mission. 


[The following account, published some months 
since, we believe in Zhe Christian Intelligencer, of 
New York, is a description of Ralph Wells’s mode of 
conducting his monthly missionary meeting. It also 
gives an incidental view of his manner “ at home,’ 
with his own children. It will be suggestive of 
several things to Sabbath-school superintendents 
and talkers to children.] 








HE afternoon servicein Mr. Wells’s school 
usually is wholly occupied in talking 
about the lesson of the morning and in singing. 
But this was “missionary afternoon.” The 
superintendent was there, as usual, twenty 
minutes before the time, to speak to the chil- 
dren as they came in, and to talk to them of 
what they wished to talk. 
At ten minutes before the time the faithful 
teacher and pianist comes, and sings with 
them at irregular intervals: 


**Come to Jesus, just now.” 
‘We are coming, blessed Jesus.” 


“When I am happy I will sing.” 


The superintendent’s desk had been taken 
away, and the table out of the library 
placed on the platform. On it several of the 
children, as they came in, placed little baskets 
and boxes, until the table was full. 


A large map of the world was hung above 
the blackboard, and on it were some half 
dozen little spots of gilt, indicating the loca- 
tion of the various missions aided by the 
school; for the money contributed by the 
Scholars goes directly to the missionary they 


designate, who reports directly to them con- 
cerning his work. 


There were four hundred present. The su- 





perintendent touched the bell, and in his 
cheerful way, said : 

‘**Tt is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 
Isuppose that’s the reason you all look so 
much happier on ‘ missionary afternoon’ than 
at any other time. Because you give to Jesus 
—give your money to preach the gospel. Can 
little children preach the gospel?” 

Children.—“ Yes, sir.”’ 

Superintendent.—‘* How ?”’ 

C.—* By bringing people toSunday-school.”’ 

S.—* Yes, that’s one way. What’s an- 
other ?”’ 

C.— By tellin’ ’em about Jesus,”’ 

S.— Yes; what’s another?” 

C.—‘‘ By giving money to send others,” 

S.—‘ Yes; that’s three ways; now let us 
sing this new hymn: 


““* Blow ye the trumpet, blow.’ 


The gospel trumpet. Don’t blow your own 
trumpet. The Pharisees did that. But blow 
the gospel trumpet. Now sing!” 

They sang the first verse two or three times 
to the old tune; and then the superintendent 
asked: 

“How often did the year of jubilee come ?”’ 

o.—* Every four years.” 


S.—* No!’ 
O.—“* Every seven years.” 
S.—“ No!” 


O.—‘' Every twenty years.” 

S.—‘* No! Every fifty years. On the first 
day of every fiftieth year they had a great 
time. They blew the trumpets—the jubilee 
trumpets, long, crooked, jubilee trumpets— 
and shouted, ‘Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah! 
The year of jubilee is come! O ye slaves! go 
back to your homes; you’re all free! Oye 
p or! get all your lands back again for no- 
thing! The year of jubilee is come! The year 
of jubilee is come!’ Now let’s sing the second 
verse.”’ 

And they sang it with a will. Then the su- 
perintendent said: 


‘“‘This was good news! The year of jubilee 
is come! Good news to the Jewish slaves! 
But it’s better news to us. When Jesus as- 
cended, our jubilee began. Ho! ho! Blow 
the trumpet! Slaves to sin, be slaves no more! 
Jesus has freed you! It’s thejubilee! You 
are saved from your slavery! That’s salva- 
tion, good news, the good news of salvation ; 
the year of jubilee is come! Now sing the 
third verse.”’ 

After it was sung, the superintendent said: 


** When I was aclerk in a store down town, 
twenty years ago, there came acrash in the 
money-market, and the man for whom I 
worked was in great distress. At last he said 
tome one day, ‘If I don’t get ten thousand 
dollars before three o’clock, I'll have to fail, 
and I don’t know where it’s to come from, and 
if I only had it for three days I could get 
through; but I don’t know where to get it.’ 
Well, Iwas only a boy, and couldn’t help him; 
and he said he had tried all his friends, and 
all the banks in vain. But I knew of one bank 
that he didn’t know of, the Bank of Faith. I’d 
just found Jesus, and he didn’t know Jesus. 
So I went up stairs by myself and prayed, and 
said, ‘Oh, Lord! don’t let him break. Send 
him ten thousand dollars. But where’s the 
money tocome from? Dear Jesus! don’t let 
him break! And so the Lord put it into my 
head what to do. I didn’t say anything to him, 
but I took my hat and went down town toa 
large firm with whom my employer had had 
large dealings, and I told them about it, and 





how he’d break if he didn’t get ten thousand 
dollars for three days; and they gave me the 
money, and I brought it up and handed it to 
him, You should have seen him look. 

‘** What's this?’ said he. 

“«That’s ten thousand dollars,’ said I. 

‘“* Where did you get it?’ said he. 

“* Out of the bank,’ said I, 

**¢ What bank ?’ 

“<The Bank of Faith!’ 

“ And then I told him about it. Now, think 
of that ! $10,000 just to keep a man from break- 
ing! And here we have in our missionary 
boxes, I suppose, about $30 or $40, to save 
souls! But our good Lord can use this just as 
as well as that, if he chooses. Let’s ask him 
to take it, and use it, and bless it.’’ 

And then they -prayed, phrase by phrase, 
the children all repeating it after him: 

“Dear Saviour, we thank thee that the gos- 
pel trumpet is not to be blown by angels; that 
little children can blow it, and that thou hast 
promised to bless thy truth, however told. 
This afternoon we have come together, with 
our little offering; wilt thou take our money— 
the Lord’s money? ‘Take it, and bless it, and 
make it useful in telling the good news. Oh, 
dear Saviour, give me a missionary spirit; 
may I be like Jesus, the great Missionary, 
here in the school, and in my home, and 
everywhere; give me a heart to work, and 
own my work; may thy Spirit accompany our 
gift, because we ask in the Saviour’s name. 
Amen,”’ 

Thus they pray always in school. This was 
followed by singing— 


“How precious is the word divine, 
By inspiration given,” &c. 


Dr. Crosby, their pastor, who had just come 
in, according to appointment, was then an- 
nounced, and spoke for fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes, giving a most interesting incident of 
how a young man was led to become a mis- 
sionary for Jesus in foreign lands. After this, 
Dr. Crosby hastened away to his own church- 
school, to give them a blackboard geography 
lesson. I went to hear the geography lesson, 
and so missed the opening of the missionary 
boxes, but Mr. Wells kindly explained to me 
the routine afterward. It seems that each class 
has a name, but that name is not known to the 
others, and so rivalry is avoided—an unchris- 
tian motive, which is often made an incentive 
to giving in Sunday-schools as in churches. 
Each of the boxes had a billet attached to it, on 
which was written the name of the class, the 
motto, and the source whence the money canie. 
Several of these are before me. I copy them: 


1. THE CorAL REEF. 


‘ 


Patient continuance in well-doing, 55 cents. 
2. THE LIGHT-BEARERS. 
Most earned by helping mother, 64 cents. 
3. GOLDEN LINKS. 
Candy-money saved, money for sewing 
and for minding a baby-sister, 87 cents, 


4, CuAss No. 17, (THE NO. BY MISTAKE INSTEAD 
OF THE NAME.) 
A reward on being promoted to the 


highest class in the day-school, 12 cents. 
Doing errands for mother, . ° . a4 ee ee 
Found, . - ° . ° ‘ iS 
Given by parents and others, and saved 

from other sources, \ - ; . . 85 . 


Total, a. * 
5. THE GLEANERS—‘'GATHERING HERE A 
LITTLE AND THERE A LITTLE FOR THE LORD.”’ 


Candy-money, 8 cents. 
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‘Good behavior, 


478 





Saved from wages, .. VA spank 
For sewing, . ° ° ° A ° ° te 
Our own money saved, . ° . ‘ We seep 
Ot AE ee ne ie ae er 


Total, 48 “ 


6. LITTLE BuiLDERS—" By OUR AID SHALL 
THE TEMPLE RISE.”’ 

Earned by going on errands, . ‘ ° 20 cents. 

Earned by sewing, . ° * . . "Soy ils 

Candy-money, ‘ . $ p . é = 7 

Car fare, ° ° ‘ $ é ‘ ° i. eas 


Total, 1 
7. THE LITTLE SUN-BEAMS.—‘ SEND OUT THY 
LIGHT AND THY TRUTH.”’ 


Doing errands, ° ° ° ‘ 14 cents. 
Scrubbing, . ° ° ° . . ° Cm 
Holiday-money, . ° P ° ° ° et ic 
Tending store, . ° . ° ° ° a oe 


WOrmingGattrday, . . . .« « #& ®* 
Candy and apple-money, ° ° . :» = 
a ee ee ae 


Given by friend, ° é . ° ° ‘a 


Total, 90 “ 


These specimens will suffice to show how 
giving may be made a means of grace to Sun- 
day-school children. The reading of these 
was, of course, accompanied with appropriate 
remarks, and followed by singing and ad- 


‘dresses, 


ro 


BOOKS. 


THE PROPUET ELISHA. Pp. 287. By the late Rev. 
John M. Lowrie, D.D. With portrait of the author, 
and a memoir by the Rev. Dr. Howard. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. The la- 
mented author of this work was a bright light in 
the church to which he gave twenty-four years of 
faithful ministry. He wasknown asa lucid thinker, 
and clear, strong writer. He particularly excelled 
in re-casting Scripture history and biography, and 
has left several works of this kind, of which the 
one before us is the last. It is plain, full, accurate, 
and suggestive,—a valuable contribution to the li- 
terature of Bible history. The author was an early 
friend of Sabbath-schools, and his father, Hon. 
Matthew B. Lowrie, is said to have had the chief 
honor of founding the first Sabbath-school on 
Raikes’s plan west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

PLAIN EDUCATIONAL TALKS, with Teachers and 
Parents. By Albert N. Raub, A. M. Philadelphia: 
Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. The author is too 
modest, we think, in his estimate of the work he 
has here given us. It is a good, sensible, sugges- 
tive book. The style is plain, piquant and forcible; 
the subjects practical, and practically handled. 
While we do not admit the wisdom of all that is 
set forth, we regard the work, as a whole, as a need- 
edand timely treatise on the true principles and 
practices that should obtain in the home and in 
the school in the education and government of 
children. Sunday-school teachers also will be able 
to catch here and there a clue which will lead them 
to valuable information as to child-character and 
needs. 


TAH-Koo WAH-KAN; or, The Gospel Among 
the Dakotas. lémo, xxxvi. pp. 491. By Stephen 
R. Riggs, A. M. Boston: Congregational Sabbath- 
School and Publishing Society. This is a valuable 
contribution to the history of Christianity among 
the Indians. The author is eminently fitted, by his 
position asa missionary of the American Board, 
and his valuable labors in the Indian field, to 
write sucha work. Itisfullof interesting narra- 
tive and incident, illustrating the power of the 
gospel, especially in its remarkable displays among 
the Dakotas, the aborigines of the North-West. 
Since government attention is now specially called 
to our relations with the Indians, this book is pecu- 
liarly timely. It reveals many facts that are not 
generally known, and that all Christians and phi- 
janthropists should be possessed of, and that will 
andoubtedly excite an increased interest in the 
question of the education, civilization and evange- 








lization of the Indians. The able introduction by 
Silas B. Treat, Secretary of the American Board, is 
also a valuable paper. The work is embellished 
with several portraits. 

THE INTELLIGENCE OF ANIMALS, 12mo. From 
the French of Ernest Menault. With 54 illustra- 
tions. New York: Charles Scribner & Company. 
We have in this volume a most useful and enter- 
taining addition to the literature of Natural His- 
tory. It groups together a large number of illustra- 
tive facts and anecdotes about the life, habits, and 
remarkable peculiarities of insects, reptiles, birds, 
beasts, &c., all bearing upon the manifestations of 
their intelligence. Children are curious to hear and 
to read of remarkable facts in nature, and espe- 
cially in the animal creation. This is a healthful 
curiosity that should be stimulated and gratified. 
The book before us is just of a kind todo this. 
Every home library would be enriched by acopy. It 
is a continuation of the “Library of Wonders,” 
which the Scribners are doing the public sucha 
good service in issuing. 

HOUSEHOLD EDITION OF GEORGE ELIOT’S NOVELS, 
5 vols., 1l6mo. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Company. 
This edition, specially authorized by George Eliot 
(Mrs. Lewes) herself, is the first collection of her 
works in uniform style published in this country. 
It comprises the six books which are already fami- 
liar to readers of the best class of fiction—viz.: Adam 
Bede, Romola, Felix Holt, The Mill on the Floss, 
Silas Marner, and Scenes of Clerical Life. It is not 
easy to characterize these writings fully as they 
deserve. They have the stamp of a rare genius 
unmistakably upon them. Intellectual strength, 
warm and true impulse, and high moral purpose 
pervade them. The author shows an acquaintance 
with human motives and actions in most diverse 
fields, and a facility in their exhibition, that com- 
pel admiration. Many class her productions for 
depth and breadth of power and purpose, for high 
scholarly attainment, classic purity and strength 
of diction, and breadth of information and culture 
as among the foremost masterpicces in English lite- 
rature, 

THE CRESCENT AND THE Cross. A story of the 
Siege of Malta. New York: American Tract So- 
ciety. The defence of Malta by the Knights 
of St. John constitutes one of the most interesting 
and brilliant achievements in all history, ancient 
or modern. In the present volume, a slight do- 
mestic narrative is mingled with that of the public 
events, just enough to bring thescenes a little more 
within the pale of common sympathies. The book 
is a good one for the Sunday-school library. 

THE SUNDAY-ScHOOL JOURNAL: For Teachers 
and Young People. October. New York: Carlton & 
Lanahan. The Journal has donned a new dress, 
with a perceptible increase in the number of its 
folds—from 16 to 24 pages. The increase in size is 
accompanied by a corresponding increase in price 
—from 40 cents to 60 cents, a year. The Journalis 
cheap at that—although not too cheap to be good, 
for it is well edited, and in every particular a truly 
excellent help for Sabbath-school teachers, 

THE BooK-BUYER. The current number of this 
summary of literature, published semi-monthly by 
Charles Scribner & Company, New York, presents an 
unusually large and interesting list of fall publica- 
tions by that enterprising house, including a very 
attractive announcement of holiday gift-books, to 
be superbly bound and illustrated. 

NEW YORK ILLUSTRATED. 8vo. With Map. New 
York: D. Appleton & Company. A beautifully illus- 
trated pamphlet, printed on tinted paper and pre- 
senting in its 48 splendid engravings and its gra- 
phic descriptions, an animated picture of the great 
metropolis. Representative public and private 
buildings, churches, parks, piers, avenues, streets, 
markets, ferries, &c., with other objects of interest 
in and around the city are faithfully sketched for 
us. Itis at once a beautiful work of art, and a va- 
luable guide. Philadelphia: D. Ashmead. 

PUTNAM’S MAGAZINE. New York: G. P. Putnam 
& Son, The October number contains twenty arti- 
cles, exceedingly various in character and subject, 
as becomes a monthly magazine, and all instinct 
with living interests. $4a year. 

THE ECLECTIC MAGAZINE, of Foreign Literature, 
Science, and Art. October. New York: £. R. 
Pelion. Current foreign literature is closely scan- 
ned and judiciously selected to make up the con- 
teuts of this valuable monthly. History, Science, 
Art, and Literary Criticism are fully represented, 
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besides master-piecesin Fiction. <A steel-plate en. 
graving, mostly a portrait of some eminent cha. 
racter, is given each month. The present subject 
is Marshal Serrano, Regent of Spain. $5a year 

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. October. New York; 
Harper & Brothers. The leading illustrated arti. 
cles are: “A Health Trip to Brazil,” ‘‘The Wood. 
cock,”’ “ Border Reminiscences,” and “The Helder. 
bergs.” $4a year. 

Hours AT Home. October. New York: Charles 
Scribner & Company. Usually instructive and in. 
teresting. The October number closes the ninth 
volume. $3 a year, 

BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE. September. New 
York: The Leonard Scott Publishing Company. Con- 
tents: 1. Lost Preterites; 2. On the Limitation of 
Enlistment, and Army Reserves; 3. A Year anda 
Day—V.; 4. Mr. Millon the Subjection of Women; 
5. A Night with the Volunteers of Strathkinahan; 
6. Cornelius O'Dowd; 7. Winding Up. $4a year. 

THE LADIES’ REPOSITORY AND HOME MAGAZINE, 
October. Cincinnati: Hitchcock & Walden; New 
York: Carlton &Lanahan. Beautifully illustrate}, 
both with steel-plates and wood-cuts, and full of 
good Christian reading. $3.50 a year. 

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. October. Boston: 
Fields, Osgood & Co. $4a year, 

EVERY SATURDAY. Monthly Part, September. 
Boston; Fields, Osgood & Co. Choice reading from 
foreign current literature. $5 a year. 


THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL. October. New 
York: & R. Wells. A portrait and sketch of Philip 
Phillips, the “Singing Pilgrim,’ will interest our 
Sunday-school friends this month. George W. 
Childs, of Philadelphia, is also pictorially and 
phrenologically presented tous. $3 a year. 

OuR YOUNG Fouks. October. Boston: Fields, 
Osgood & Co. Beautifully illustrated, sprightly, 
entertaining and instructive. $2a year. 

- THE RIVERSIDE MAGAZINE. October. New York; 
Hurd & Houghton. For young people. Beautifully 
illustrated. $2.50 a year. 

LIPPINCOTY’S MAGAZINE. October. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. $4a year. 

THE SABBATH AT HomE. October. Boston: 
American Tract Society. $2a year. 

PACKARD’S MONTHLY. October. New York: 
S.S. Packard. $1la year. 

THE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. September. Chicago: 
J. N. Clarke. A family magazine, prettily illus- 
trated, and filled with interesting and wholesome 
reading. $2a year. 

THE MAINE JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. September, 
Vol. 3, No.9. Portland: Brown & Thurston. A well 
conducted magazine in the interests of home and 
school education. $1.50 a year. 





NEW EDITION. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 


With an accurate steel-plate portrait and an inte- 
resting biographical sketch of the author. This 
valuable work, which has had the largest sale of 
any volume of its character in so short a time after 
its publication; contains the History and Progress 
of Sunday-Schools, with Approved Modes of In- 
struction, Examples in Illustrative, Pictorial and 
Object-Teaching; also, the Use of the Blackboard, 
Management of Infant-Classes, T: achers’ Meetings, 
Conventions, Institutes, etc., etc. It is a book that 
should be within reach of every superintendent 
and teacher in the land, as it plain and practical, 
and a standard authority on the subjects to which 
itrefers. Price, $1.25. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


nee EVERY SUBSCRIBER “ea 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 


Binders, It willlast from year toyear. Price $l; 
by mail, $1.20. 








